
 

 

Jan. 

11, 

2026 

 St. Mary Nativity                       
and Holy Cross Confessions:                                  

Saturdays                              
3:15pm to 3:45pm                      

or by Appointment.  

Also 30 minutes before all 
Polish Masses at Holy Cross  

Monday-Thursday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm                                        
Friday 8:00—3:00pm 

Deeply Committed. Christ at Heart. 

 

Saturday - 4:00 pm   English 
and  7:00 pm Polish 



 

706 North Broadway Street                                                       

Joliet, Illinois 60435 

830 Elizabeth Street                                                                     

Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Parish Office ( 815) 726-4031                           
Parish Fax ( 815) 727-4393 

Faith Formation Office                          
(815) 726-4031 

Father Clive Otieno, Pastor 

frclive@stmarynativity.org 

Father Tomasz Sielicki, Parochial Vicar 

sielicki59@gmail.com 

Father Gerald Nicholas, OSA, Weekend Associate  

Tony Brandolino, Director of Music 

Mariusz Madej, Polish Organist 

Mary Nemanich, Business Manager 

mnemanich@smncs.com  

Susan Mammosser, Parish Secretary 

smammosser@stmarynativity.org 

Craig Mazur, Director of Faith Formation 

cmazur@stmarynativity.org 

Allen Kramerich, Facilities Manager 

facilities@stmarynativity.org 

Submit Articles by                  
Monday no later than                            
2 pm for the upcoming                               

Sunday Bulletin. 

Please send all articles                       
for the bulletin to                            

smammosser@stmarynativity.org           
Thank you for your                            

cooperation! 

2 Parish and School Centers 

Office Hours:                                                 
Monday - Thursday                                                   
8:00 am to 4:00 pm                                                      

Friday -  8:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Visit us at www.stmarynativityholycross.org 

St. Mary Nativity Catholic School 
702 North Broadway Street  Joliet, Illinois 60435 

( 815) 722-8518     www.stmarynativity.org 

Office Hours:                                                                      
Monday - Friday 7:30 am - 3:30 pm 

Dr. Elias Alonzo, School Principal 
ealonzo@stmarynativity.org 

Bianca Mata, School Secretary 
bmata@stmarynativity.org 

Polskiej Szkoły im. 
Świętego Krzyża                      

w Joliet  

 

Barbara Szuba,                      
Polish School Principal 

polskaszkolajoliet@gmail.com                                   



 

3 Parish News     

The 2026 Catholic      
Ministries                     

Annual Appeal                                                  
is now underway. 

As the Diocese of Joliet launches the 2026 Catholic Ministries Annual 
Appeal (CMAA), we are humbly asking all parishioners to pledge their 

support to this important effort, as together we can make a                            
profound difference. 

This year’s CMAA theme is  Faith that Elevates.  Through our support, 
we ensure that the mission and ministries of Christ’s Church are                    

available to everyone.  

Together, we can help provide safe shelter for the homeless, feed the 
physical and social needs of those who are hungry, inspire those                       
discerning a life of vocation, and aid in the education of our next                

generation of Catholics.  Our parish could not accomplish all of this on 
its own.   As a diocese working together, we can do so much more.                                                            

Our 2026 CMAA parishes’ goals are:                                            

St. Mary Nativity $39,800                       

Holy Cross is $13,700 

 70 percent of any amount we raise over our goal will be returned to 
us and used fruitfully within our own parish.   

 Please review the materials you receive in the mail from the                          
Diocese of Joliet and prayerfully reflect on your gift to this year’s                 

annual appeal. If you do not receive a CMAA mailing, please                         
contact the parish office.   Thank you! 



 

Mass Intentions 4 
 

Flame of Faith  
Mathew Mammosser 

Prayers for Our Beloved Deceased.      

We offer sympathy and the promise of our 
prayers to the family and friends of:  

Carmen DeNardis 
Mary Jean Jaskowiak 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord; and let 
the perpetual light shine upon them.                      

May their souls and the souls of all the                    
faithful departed, through the mercy of                  

God rest in peace.   Amen. 

 

Saturday - January 10

4:00 pm Mass (HC)

† Jeanne Stofko "Anniversary" by Judy & Dave Stofko

† Joan Kozar by Family

4:00 pm Mass (SMN)

† Andy Orosco by The Martinez Family

† Loretta Larsen by Karen McCormack

7:00 pm Mass (HC)

NO MASS at Holy Cross

Sunday - January 11

7:00 am Mass (SMN)

† Jim Perkins by Family

9:00 am Mass (HC)

For the People of the Parishes

10:30 am Mass (HC)

O Bożą Opatrzność i błogosławieństwo dla Dylana Nestorowicza z okazji 12. urodzin

 (God’s providence and His blessings for Dylan Nestorowicz on his 12 th  birthday)

O światło Bożej mądrości dla lekarzy i o dar uzdrowienia dla ich pacjentki Teresy

O zdrowie i Boże błogosławieństwo dla  Aleksa z okazji 10.  urodzin 

†  Alicja Kowal (5. rocznica śmierci)

†  Maria Leśniak

† Bronisław Fidermak

11:00 am Mass (SMN)

† Merle Hoebing "Anniversary" by The Salas Family

† Phillip Torres by Dad, Mom, Nick, Julie & Stephanie

12:30 pm Mass (SMN)

† Jim Venditti "Anniversary" by Chris & Opal

5:30 pm Mass (SMN)  

For the People of the Parishes

Monday - January 12

8:30am Mass (HC)

† † Bill & Mary Jane Benc by The Gudac Family

† Sue Tierney "Birthday" by Family

† Frank Lojeski by The Dan Lajcin Family

7:00 pm Mass (HC)

Dziękczynna za szczęśliwe rozwiązanie i za syna Łukasza 

Tuesday - January 13

8:30am Mass (SMN)

† Mathew T. Mammosser "Birthday"  by Family

† Nancy M. Wruk "Birthday" by Sue Mammosser

† Kevin Hansen by Mike & Beth Hansen

8:30am Mass (HC) 

O dar uzdrowienia dla  Teresy

Wednesday - January 14

8:30am Mass (SMN)

† Richard W. Serdar by Maria Sikic

† Dorothy Fischer by Family

7:00pm Mass (HC)

† Józef Strojny (34. rocznica śmierci)

Thursday - January 15

8:30am Mass (SMN)

† Martin Lepacek Sr. "Anniversary" by Pat Lepacek

† † Anna & John B. Gorski by Son, Jack

7:00pm Mass (HC)

† Teresa Dąbrowska (5. rocznica śmierci)

Friday - January 16

8:30am Mass (HC)

Rosamaria & Richie Ochotorena by Same

7:00pm Mass (HC)

O Boże błogosławieństwo dla ks. Antoniego Hebdy SChr  z okazji imienin

Saturday - January 17

4:00 pm Mass (HC)

For the People of the Parishes

4:00 pm Mass (SMN)

† Albert W. Hochevar by Albert R. Hochevar

† † Steve & Anna Evesich by Fran Evesich

† Deceased member of the Sprajcar & Dunajewski Families

by Dorothy Forte Dunajewski

7:00 pm Mass (HC)

O wyniesienie na ołtarze Sługi Bożego ks. Ignacego Posadzego SChr

†  bp. Stanisław Stefanek SChr (6. rocznica śmierci)

Sunday - January 18

7:00 am Mass (SMN)

† Donald Lambert by the Lambert Family

9:00 am Mass (HC)

For the People of the Parishes

10:30 am Mass (HC)

O zdrowie i Boże błogosławieństwo dla Ireny z okazji urodzin 

O nawrócenie dla syna

O zdrowie i Boże błogosławieństwo dla Heleny i Daniela z okazji urodzin

† Dariusz Gardawski

Mirosław Szociński (zam. lektorzy Św. Krzyża)

11:00 am Mass (SMN)

† Veronica Mahalik by Family

† Jessie Cambic by Caryn LaBuda

† Tim Gruber "Birthday" by Family

12:30 pm Mass (SMN)

For the People of the Parishes

5:30 pm Mass (SMN)  

For the People of the Parishes



 

Parish Prayer 5 

Heavenly Father, we pray for... 
Ann 
Bill 
Mary Bellos 
Vietta Bews 
Sheri Bokholdt 
Christopher Borsom 
Denise Boudreau 
Stephanie Cavanagh 
Tyler Centorbi 
Dianne Cerpen-Verlare 
Bob DeLach 
Anthony Deredita 
John Drnek 
Gerald Drobick 
Bob Eberhard 
Dosseh Houseaj Elise 
Mark Fumagalli 
Kelly G. 
Anthony Gregory 
Anthony Harmes 
Alba Hensley 
Janet   

Janet Horvath 
Jacqueline H. 
Violet Hyndman 
Harriet Kazlauskas 
Cathy Koenig 
James Kozar 
Dan Kramerich 
Bernadette (Lajcin) 
Marilyn Lajcin 
Jerry Lakota 
Don Legerski 
Kathleen Lepacek 
Darlene Likar 
Ann Marie Linko 
George MacZura  
Gerald L. Mahalik 
Phil May 
Alex McKeel 
Charlene Molnar 
Robert Nasenbenny 
Raymond John Nickel 
Paul Norris 

Gliceria Nunez 
Parnell 
Patricia Phinney 
Phyllis Popek 
Ronald Pruss 
Armando Rodriguez 
Father Pete Rossa 
Kimberly Schlegel 
Steve Senisais 
Ashly Smith 
Scott & Adam 
Elizabeth Mary Sobolak 
Mary Suarez 
Thomure Family 
Joseph Trubich 
Jim Thompson 
Margaret Thompson 
Sister Elaine Teders 
William Treasure 
Susan Ward  

Need prayers or know someone who does, please call 
Pat Weiskop 815-723-7141 

Please Keep in Your Prayers                             
Those Serving in the Military 

Pfc. Paul Roder, USMC          
Sgt. FC Jay R. Martin, Army 
Jacob Gregurich, USMC           
Kathleen Sullivan, Navy 
Lt. Alex Aguilera, USMC           
SRA Michael Wilson Arellano 
2nd Lt Kevin A’Hearn           
CPL. Christopher Wesley 
Captain Marcos Aguilera, USMC     
Alexander Gregurich, PFC 
First Sgt. Christina Romero, USMC    
Justyn Moot  
Cpt. Anthony Gutierrez, USMC    
Brent Moot 
Jeremy M. Close, Army     
Pfc. Michael McCallister, Army 
David Walters, Army 
Joe Miller, USMC Sgt 
Tommy Hanks, USMC  
Sgt. Christina Hanks, USMC 
Jonathon Schroll, USMC Special Forces 
Petty Officer 1st Class Tyler Hintzsche, Navy 
Airman Jack Maurer, Air Force 

Our Thank You to all who                        
spiritually adopted a           

baby as a Christmas gift 
to our Lord this year! 

Never before in history, 
nor ever again, will                    
anyone exist who is                
exactly like your spiritually 
adopted baby. 

Your prayers saved her/his life. Thank you 
on behalf of all of the little babies and 
their mothers for your loving prayers that 
helped to bring them to birth “so that they 
might have life and have it to the full!”                                       
-from stmichaelstillwater.org 

You and your baby’s names were lovingly 
framed and placed near the nativity scene 
at each parish.  

Note: If you requested an ornament for 
your baby this year and have not yet 
picked it up, the parish office will have 
them available through January 15th. 

Drodzy Parafianie St. Mary Nativity i Polskiej  
Misji Świętego Krzyża! 

Kolejny rok z okazji Świąt Bożego Narodzenia i 
Nowego Roku 2026 otrzymałem od Was wiele 
pięknych kartek z życzeniami, podziękowaniami, 
dobrymi słowami I zapewnieniem o Waszej 
modlitwie. 

Ponieważ nie jestem w stanie odpowiedzieć 
każdemu z Was indywidualnie I osobiście, pragnę 

tą drogą wyrazić moją szczerą wdzięczność. To właśnie Wasza 
życzliwość, cierpliwa akceptacja mojej osoby i kapłańskiej posługi 
sprawiają, że czuję się w Joliet tak dobrze i uważam wyznaczenie mi 
tego miejsca za wielką Bożą łaskę. 

Odwdzięczyć się mogę jedynie moją pokorną modlitwą, życząc 
wzajemnie wszelkich potrzebnych łask Bożych i opieki Bożej Matki 
w naszym wspólnym pielgrzymowaniu drogami wiary. 

Bóg zapłać I Szczęść Boże!                                                                                       

Ks. Tomasz Sielicki SChr 

 

Dear Parishioners of St. Mary Nativity and of the Holy Cross Polish                    
Mission, 

Once again, on the occasion of Christmas and the New Year 2026, I 
received many beautiful cards from you with best wishes, kind words 
of appreciation and assurances of your prayers. 

Since I am unable to respond to each of you individually and personally, 
I would like to express my sincere gratitude in this way. It is your kind-
ness, patient acceptance of me and of my priestly ministry that makes 
me feel so good in Joliet, and I sincerely consider my assignment to this 
place a great grace from God. 

I can only repay you with my humble prayers, wishing you in return all 
the necessary graces of the newborn Infant Jesus, and the protection of 
the Blessed Mother in our common pilgrimage on the paths of faith. 

Thank you and God bless you!                                                                                                 

Fr. Tomasz Sielicki SChr 



 

6 Faith Formation 



 

7 Stewardship 



 

8 Upcoming Events 

SPEND TIME WITH JESUS                                                
Eucharistic Adoration of the                                     

Blessed Sacrament                                                                         
at Saint Mary Nativity                                                            

every Friday  - Noon to 3:00pm                                                                                           
All are welcome!    

 Both regular adorers and substitutes                       
are needed for these times.                                                                                                              

The church is open for personal prayer Monday - Thursday 8:00 am to 
4:00 pm and Friday 8:00am to 3:00 pm. 

Pro-Life Rosary Every Month Third Sunday  

Holy Cross before the 9 am Mass,  starting at 8:35 am                                                                                   
St. Mary Nativity before the 11 am Mass,                              

starting at 10: 35 am.                                                                                     
The next meeting of the St. Mary Nativity                                                                          

Pro-Life Committee:           
 

Next date to be determined.                                                                                                  
We are thankful for your continued help and look forward to                       

your participation in our events from now until that date.  For questions or 
for more information,  contact Mike Hansen at 815-212-3661 or                                                   

mikehansen@mikehansenlaw.com                            

English      Spanish (Livestream) 

 

Non Perishable items may be 
dropped off at St. Mary                      

Nativity Church vestibule                  
on February 7th  & 8th                      

If you like to sing, then we invite 
you to consider joining the                          

St. Mary Nativity Choir.   The choir 
meets for rehearsal every Sunday 

from 10am to right before the 
11am Mass which is the Choir 
Mass.  The Choir also sings for 

special and Holy Day Liturgies.  We meet from the First Sunday of 
September to the Last Sunday of May and break for the months of 

June,  July and August.  We currently have approximately 12                   
members and would like to double that to about 20.                                           

If you are interested in joining, please contact                                                                     
Tony Brandolino at 815-531-9257. 

Join us every Thursday morning for coffee                    
and donuts after the 8:30am mass in                                      

the Nativity Room.                     

Sunday, January 11th in the Nativity Room                                                  
after the morning masses. 

“I saw the Spirit come down like a dove from 
heaven and remain upon him.  Allow the 

Holy Spirit to deepen your communication, 
rekindle your romance and renew your                

sacrament by attending the next Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter Experience on  February 13-15 in 
Geneva, IL , April 10-12 at St. Mary’s in Lemont, IL or 

May 16-17 in Chicago, IL  

For more info go to: wwme.org                                                       
or call (888) 574-5653 

Holy Cross - Celebrating 125 Years of                   
the Dedication of the New Church 

We are looking for pictures of the church or various events that 
took place through the years at Holy Cross Church as we                

celebrate this milestone next year.  Contact the Parish Office 
with any questions.  All pictures can be dropped at the Parish 

Office.  

Save the Date - September 13, 2026 

The Week Ahead  

Monday, January 12 
Tuesday, January 13 
9:30am Bible Study - SMN Nativity Room 
1:00pm Rosary - SMN Church 
Wednesday, January 14 
8:30am Mass - St. Mary Nativity (School Mass) 
7:00pm Basketball Girls 8A - SMN Gym 
Thursday, January 15 
1:00pm Rosary in Spanish - SMN Church 
Friday, January 16 
12:00pm Eucharistic Adoration - SMN Church 
5:00pm Polish School - SMN School 
Saturday, January 17 
5:00pm Loteria Night - SMN Gym, Cafeteria 
Sunday, January 18 
9:15am No Religious Ed Class 
10:35am Monthly Pro-Life Rosary 
6:00pm Basketball Girls 8A - SMN Gym 

Join the                              
St. Mary Nativity 

Choir! 

January 19, 2026 



 

9 School News 

Congratulations to the                      

following WINNERS! 

Thursday - January 1 

 Ashley Bruyn - $500 

Seller: School Family  
 

 

Friday - January 2 

Sergio Uribe - $20                           

Seller: School Family 
 

 

Saturday - January 3  

Kali Fox - $40 

Seller: School Family 
 

 

Sunday - January 4 

Lucia Mata - $150 

Seller: School Family 
 

 

Monday - January 5 

 Mary Robinson - $20 

Seller: School Family 

(Donated Back to School) 
 

 

Tuesday - January 6  

Adriana Serrano M - $50 
Seller: School Family 

 

 

Wednesday - January 7 

 Janet Rangel - $20 

Seller: School Family 

TRIVIA 
KNIGHT               

2026 



 

10 School News 



 

11 Christmas 



 


