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St. Mary Nativity
Catholic Parish
Holy Cross Mission
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< Schedule

St. Mary Nativity Church

Saturday - 4:00 pm

Sunday - 7:00 am
11:00 am 12:30 pm
5:30 pm

Weekday -

Tuesday 8:30am
Wednesday (School Mass)
8:30am

Thursday 8:30am

Holy Cross Church

Satur-dapy0 pm Engl i s
and 7: 00 pm Polish

Sunday - 9:00 am English
and 10:30 am Polish

Weekday - Monday and
Friday 8:30 am English

Tuesday 8:30 am Polish

Monday Wednesday
Thursday Friday
7:00 pm Polish
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DON'T MISS
TH E DEAD LI N E ." ‘ﬁ For Baptisms at St. Mary Nativity Church, please call the Faith Formation Office for
?::sni"
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“? The Sacrament of Baptism
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more information. Baptisms are scheduled on the third Sunday of the month after the
12:30 PM Mass. Baptism preparation classes are scheduled upon need.

For Baptisms at Holy Cross Mission, contact Fr. Tomasz Sielicki

The Sacrament of Holy Matrimony (Marriage)

Please call the Parish Office before setting a date for your wedding. The diocese
requires a six month preparation prior to the wedding.

\ The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
Contact the parish office if you or someone you know are in need of the sacrament.
] Funerals

SS 41

"(‘lﬂt‘ Call the Parish Office before placing any obituary notices.
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Flame of Faith
Special Intentions
Lois Furlong
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Saturday - November 29
4:00 pm Mass (HC)
For the People of the Parishes
4:00 pm Mass (SMN)
U George Abday by Family
The Miguel & Malva Zavala Family
W Gerald Bebar By Bob & Jean Verhiscer
7:00 pm Mass (HC)
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Sunday - November 30
7:00 am Mass (SMN)

Y Forthe People of the Parishes

9:00 am Mass (HC)

U Gerald Bebar by Carol Kaufman

10:30 am Mass (HC)
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U U Maria i Jozef Knapczyk

11:00 am Mass (SMN)

U lrene Siefert "Anniversary" by Marge & Jean Zanella
W Sally Bruggeman by Sandy

W Gary Mahalik by Family

U Cynthia Powers by Craig & Sue Mazur

12:30 pm Mass (SMN)

For the People of the Parishes

5:30 pm Mass (SMN)

For the People of the Parishes
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Monday - December 1

8:30am Mass (HC)
U Kevin Hansen by Elizabeth A. Hansen
7:00 pm Mass (HC)
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Tuesday - December 2
8:30am Mass (SMN)

U Dorothy Fischer by Family
U M Rufino & Amparo Lara by Rosamaria & Richie Ochotorena
8:30am Mass (HC)
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Wednesday - December 3
8:30am Mass (SMN)
Y Richard W. Serdar by Maxine & Fred Sienko
W U Bob & Mary Larkin by Family
7:00pm Mass (HC)
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Thursday - December 4
8:30am Mass (SMN)

W Stephen, Kenneth, Honeylet & Unbom Sibling By Rosamaria & Richie Ochot
7:00pm Mass (HC)
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Friday - December 5
8:30am Mass (HC)

For the People of the Parishes
7:00pm Mass (HC)
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Saturday - December 6
4:00 pm Mass (HC)
For the People of the Parishes
4:00 pm Mass (SMN)

W Lucille Kararo by Family

WRay Colclasure by Family

WJoseph & Cecilia Wolf by Marianne Wolf-Astrauskas

W Andrew & Mary Jenco by Daughter Jean

7:00 pm Mass (HC)
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Sunday - December 7
7:00 am Mass (SMN)

ULee Weiskop by Wife
9:00 am Mass (HC)
WFrank LaBuda by The Dan Lajcin Family
10:30 am Mass (HC)
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11:00 am Mass (SMN)
WAnn "Jeriha" Zigrossi by Marge & Jean Zanella
WMerle Hoebing by Family
WJulius Roark by Bob & Judy Hintze
12:30 pm Mass (SMN)
Y Langston Britton by The Miranda Family
5:30 pm Mass (SMN)
For the People of the Parishes
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Saint Mary Nativity (SMN) and Holy Cross (HC)
Advent and Christmas Schedule 2025-2026

November 29 and November 30: First Sunday of Advent - Regular Sunday Mass Schedule

December 8 (Monday): Immaculate Conception (Holy Day of Obligation):

12:00 pm (School Mass) and 6:00 pm at SMN
8:30 am English and 7:00 pm Polish at HC

December 12 (Friday): Our Lady of Guadalupe

8:30 am Regular Mass HC
5:00 pm Mass SMN with Family Faith Formation - Fiesta after in Gym

SMN Advent Reconciliation
December 16 (Tuesday): 6:00 - 7:00 pm

December 23 (Tuesday): 9:00 - 10:00 am, 12:00 - 1:00 pm, 5:00 - 6:00 pm *
December 18 (Thursday): SMN School Christmas Program - 6:00 pm in Church - *
HC Advent Reconciliation 9})*

December 19 (Friday) 9:00 - 10:00 am in English
December 20 (Saturday) December 22 (Monday) December 23 (Tuesday)
30 minutes BEFORE all Polish Masses, plus AFTER evening masses, as needed, up to 9:00 pm "

December 19 (Friday): Deanery Reconciliation at Cathedral of St. Raymond 3:00-7:00 pm

Polish School Christmas Program in SMN Church at 7:00 pm * I love

December 24 (Wednesday): Last Day of Advent English and Polish Masses
8:30 am - Englishat SMN  8:30 am - Polish at HC e ace *
December 24 (Wednesday) CHRISTMAS VIGIL
SMN Masses 3:00 pm  11:00 pm at SMN with Christmas Prelude Music starting at 10:30pm
HC Masses 3:00 pm in English rlstma

December 25 (Thursday) CHRISTMAS DAY

SMN Masses 7:00am 11:00am 12:30 pm (There is NO 5:30pm Mass) (\
HC Masses 12:00 am Polish Pasterka Midnight 9:00 am in English 10:30 am in Polish

December 27 and December 28: Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph - Regular Sunday Mass Schedule

Solemnity of Mary Mother of God Octave of Christmas

December 31 (Wednesday)
SMN - 4:00 pm Vigil Mass
HC - 6:00 pm Adoration  Confessions; 6:45 pm OLD YEAR Thanksgiving Service  7:00 pm Vigil Mass in Polish

January 1 (Thursday) New Year
SMN -11:00 am Mass  HC - 9:00 am English Mass 10:30 am Polish Mass a

oo Ho

January 3 and January 4: Epiphany - Regular Sunday Schedule u& s Q_/t

January 3 (Saturday): Family Opfatek Ball 6:30 pm at Crystal Grand Banquets, Lemont

S ﬂf‘“ ‘iﬂhw‘%

January 11 (Sunday): Baptism of the Lord - Regular Sunday Mass Schedule

Christmas Season ends mf\&ﬂ‘w é(Q




Catholic Ministries

e ® @ Annual Appeal
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November 16, 2025 St. Mary Nativity Holy Cross T !'IE:E 2 F lj K
Sunday Offertory $9,893 $3,280 - k “ P
Sunday Offertory Budget Need $9,020 $2,745 | 2f & [ NI Y2 dZ)/' u 20S
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YTD Sunday Offertory $168,771 $50,574 HaHp L mn 2 A . N
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(July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026)
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A Qualified Charitable Distribution is a transfer £ K 3
of funds from your IRA donated to a qualified g
charity. These funds can be considered toward § A
satisfying your required minimum fjistri.buti.ons . N 2 y. F
(RMDs) for the year. There are certain guidelines & 1
that apply, but your RMD, as a charitable dZN\E.
contribution, will exclude that amount from A S U
your adjusted-gross income for the year and d
you might get tax advantaged savings. The IRS
‘ . 0 o+ Altar Server + Lector
requires withdrawals from IRA’s based on age.
The funds must come out of your IRA by your o Extraordinary o Usher
RMD deadline which is usually December 31. IP\I’Iirllister of Choir
o0
Please consider making your Confmuni on
Qualified Charitable Distribution
§ s;. Mary NlatiVity or H°fy c'_r°ss' Serving in a Liturgical Ministry is an excellent
Both are 501(q)(3) organizations | | ¢y, ortunity to fulfill your baptismal call of service to
evgibledoirecelye. one another. Our liturgies utilize the talents and gifts
tax-deductible contributions. that God has given this community to the fullest extent.
Parishioner contributions help our liturgies to be truly
You should eonsult your life-giving celebrations. Please prayerfully consider
financial advisor and tax preparer | | JOINING On€ of these ministries. Training is provided.
s Contact the Faith Formation Office.
when making this distribution.
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Dinner"
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2025
5-7 PM
Ham, Scalloped Potatoes, Polish
Sausage & Sauerkraut, Veggies,
i Plus Dessert and. Drmks
ot FREE for anyone who

wants a hot meal! .52
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A Pastoral Letter for the People
of the Diocese of Joliet

Over the next several weeks, we
will look at the steps in the
process of discipleship.

CONVERSION 2 ‘ CONFESSION

PRAYER

4 I COMMISSION T———""----- 3 | COMMUNION

1. CONVERSION

For many of us, taking the first step to follow Jesus can
be the most difficult. Nevertheless, if taken, it marks
the beginning of a process of coming to know and love
the Lord We call it conversion, the moment when you
loving relationship with Him. It is that moment when
you realize that God is real and not just a theory, and
when you personally understand that God is connecting
with and loving you to the point that you respond by
deciding to follow Him forever.
For helpful resources, please visit:
https://make.diojoliet.org/#conversion

3MAs°r 3
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Catholic Kids Column
Spiritually Awake

"Spiritually awake” might sound like a strange phrase
at first. We usually think about being awake or asleep ina
physical way. But Jesus talks about a different kind of
sleep. It's when we stop paying attention to what really
matters. It's when we live our lives without thinking about
God, others, or even our own hearts. I't's easy to fall into
that kind of sleep, especially when life is busy or stressful.

Think about your daily routine. You go to school, do
homework, maybe play sports or music, hang out with
friends, spend time online, watch videos, scroll through
your phone. None of these things are bad. In fact, they're
often good. But when we fill every moment with noise and
activity, we can start to forget about deeper things. We
stop making fime for prayer. We stop noticing when
someone heeds help. We stop asking big questions like,
"Why am I here?" or "What does God want for my life?”
That's when we start to fall asleep inside.

To be spiritually awake means we live
with our eyes open to God. It means we try
to see the world the way He sees it. I't
means we remember that every day is a
gift, and we don't just go through the
motions. When we're awake, we hotice when someone is left
out and we choose to include them. We notice when
someone is hurting and we offer a kind word. We look for
moments fo be honest, to be generous, to be faithful. We
make time to talk to God, even if it's just a short prayer
during the day.

Advent is a great fime to focus on this. We might
think of Advent as just the countdown fo Christmas. But in
the Church, Advent is a season of waiting and watching.

It's a time to prepare—not just for the celebration of
Jesus' birth, but for the way He wants to come into our
lives right now. It's a season that reminds us to open our
eyes, open our hearts, and stay alert. Jesus doesn't just
come once a year. He wants to meet us every day.

This isn't about being perfect. You're going to mess up
sometimes. We all do. But staying awake means you keep
trying. You don't give up. You ask God for help when you
feel tired, distracted, or lost. You tell Him when you're
struggling. And you trust that He listens and cares.

So take a minute and think: What helps me feel close
to God? What makes me feel distant? What is one small
thing I can do this week to stay more awake in my faith?

Jesus is always near. He's not waiting for you to get
everything right. He's just asking you to stay awake, to be
ready, and to let Him into your life. One step at a time.

One day at a time. And He'll do the rest. Young-catholics.com

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED

SERVE OUR COMMUNITY!

HELP IS NEEDED WITH THE MAGNIFICAT
TABLE MONTHLY FELLOWSHIP MEAL TO SET
UP, SERVE AND CLEAN.

CONTACT MORGAN HUDSON AT 815-931-1397
OR CRAIG MAZUR AT 331-316-4366 TO SEE
HOW YOU CAN BEST SERVE! THANK You!
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St. Mary Nativity Catholic School

150 DAYS OF WINNING

CALENDAR RAFFLE ~ January to May 2026
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Every Weekday $20

$1 1, 5 OO Every Saturday $40

. Every Sunday $150

in Total Payouts 1st Day of the Month $200

All Tickets Can Win More Than Once Last Day of the Month 8200

Each Month win §150

SPECIAL DAYS

on the 20th and 26th !

Jan. 1st  New Year's Day $500 Mar. 29th  Palm Sunday $500
Jan. 6th  Epiphany $50 Apr. 2nd  Holy Thursday $100
Jan. 19th MLEK Jr. Day $40 Apr. 4th  Holy Saturday 3200
Feb. 2nd  Groundhog Day $40 Apr. 5th  Easter Sunday 3500
Feb. 14th Valentine's Day $500 Apr. 6th  Easter Monday $50
Feb. 16th President’s Day $40 May. 5th ~ Cinco de Mayo $50
Feb. 158th Ash Wednesday $100 May. 10th Mother's Day $200
Mar. 17th St. Patrick's Day $40 May 16th  Fr. Clive’s Anniversary 3500
Mar. 19th St. Joseph's Day %40 May 25th  Memorial Day 3200

Tickets drawn daily*

*Weekends and holidays will be drawn the next business day.
There will be no drawing on 4/3/2026 Good Friday

$20
per Ticket
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WORLD'S FINEST
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