
 

 

August 

24, 

2025 

 St. Mary Nativity                       
and Holy Cross Confessions:                                  

Saturdays                              
3:15pm to 3:45pm                      

or by Appointment.  

Also 30 minutes before all 
Polish Masses at Holy Cross  

Monday-Thursday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm                                        
Friday 8:00—3:00pm 

Deeply Committed. Christ at Heart. 

 

Saturday - 4:00 pm   English 
and  7:00 pm Polish 



 

706 North Broadway Street                                                       

Joliet, Illinois 60435 

830 Elizabeth Street                                                                     

Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Parish Office ( 815) 726-4031                           
Parish Fax ( 815) 727-4393 

Faith Formation Office                          
(331) 316-4366 

Father Clive Otieno, Pastor 

frclive@stmarynativity.org 

Father Tomasz Sielicki, Parochial Vicar 

sielicki59@gmail.com 

Father Gerald Nicholas, OSA, Weekend Associate  

Tony Brandolino, Director of Music 

Mariusz Madej, Polish Organist 

Mary Nemanich, Business Manager 

mnemanich@smncs.com  

Susan Mammosser, Parish Secretary 

smammosser@stmarynativity.org 

Craig Mazur, Director of Faith Formation 

cmazur@stmarynativity.org 

Allen Kramerich, Facilities Manager 

facilities@stmarynativity.org 

Submit Articles by                  
Monday no later than                            
2 pm for the upcoming                               

Sunday Bulletin. 

Please send all articles                       
for the bulletin to                            

smammosser@stmarynativity.org           
Thank you for your                            

cooperation! 

2 Parish and School Centers 

Office Hours:                                                 
Monday - Thursday                                                   
8:00 am to 4:00 pm                                                      

Friday -  8:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Visit us at www.stmarynativityholycross.org 

St. Mary Nativity Catholic School 
702 North Broadway Street  Joliet, Illinois 60435 

( 815) 722-8518     www.stmarynativity.org 

Office Hours:                                                                      
Monday - Friday 7:30 am - 3:30 pm 

Dr. Elias Alonzo, School Principal 
ealonzo@stmarynativity.org 

Christina Hinojosa, School Secretary 
chinojosa@stmarynativity.org 

Polskiej Szkoły im. 
Świętego Krzyża                      

w Joliet  

 

Barbara Szuba,                      
Polish School Principal 

polskaszkolajoliet@gmail.com                                   



 

3         Parish News                
Happy Sunday SMN/HC families and friends! 

I hope everyone is enjoying the summer as time flies by so fast. For those starting new beginnings, all the best!                       

The school year is beginning and so we welcome back all our students and teachers. Here’s to another awesome year! 

I’d like to introduce to you a few people who will be taking positions here at SMN/HC Parish. Welcome to our new                    

Parish Council leaders, Juli Bednarzyk and Morgan Hudson who will be serving as Co-Chairs of our joint Parish Council 

for the next three years. 

Juli Bednarzyk has been a parishioner of SMN/HC for 19 years. She is married to Bill Grenchik -                       

no kids, but 3 dogs!  Juli helped restart the St. Vincent de Paul Society conference here and is                          

currently serving as its president. She works as an enterprise implementation software consultant 

focused on banking and project costing. Raised Catholic, she drifted into atheism for 25 years but          

reverted to the faith 20 years ago. After being a roaming Catholic for a year, she made her home at                  

St. Mary’s because she heard the angels singing with the choir.  

Morgan Hudson began attending Masses at St Mary’s during the pandemic and joined shortly after.         

In 2023, he began serving on the Parish Council. Morgan has a long-standing career with the Illinois 

Department of Corrections and is currently a Parole Agent. He has been married to his wife, Jackie, for 

13 years, and they have one son, Matthew. 

 

We also have new faces in the school; 

Mrs. Susan Mazur looks forward to reconnecting with the parents and parishioners of St. Mary                          

Nativity. It has been 19 years, but Mrs. Mazur was part of junior high faculty during the 2006-2007 

school year. Mrs. Mazur received a Bachelor of Science degree in Elementary Education with a                      

concentration in Language Arts and Social Studies from Eastern Illinois University in 1985.  When she 

realized she preferred teaching junior high students, she went back to school!  Mrs. Mazur received a 

Master of Science degree in Junior High/Middle School Education with a focus on Curriculum and             

Instruction from Illinois State University in 1989. Mrs. Mazur has been teaching Language Arts and 

Religion for 34 years in the Chicago, Rockford, and Joliet Dioceses. Mrs. Mazur brings a wealth of educational                     

experiences that she looks forward to blending with the traditions of St. Mary Nativity. She looks forward to a year of 

physical, intellectual, emotional, and spiritual growth for junior high students as well as herself. As a bonus, she’s the  

beloved wife of our Mr. Craig Mazur, our faith formation director! She is the “mother” to a seven-year-old Pomeranian

-American Eskimo mix named Brinley. Welcome back Sue! 

Miss Kaitlyn Franzone is thrilled to begin her teaching journey in 2nd grade at Saint Mary Nativity, 

where she can integrate her faith with a love of learning. A recent graduate of National Louis                               

University with a degree in Early Childhood and Elementary Education, she brings experience from 

student teaching and years of working with young learners.  Miss Franzone is passionate about                        

fostering a nurturing, engaging, and Christ-centered classroom where every child feels valued and               

inspired to grow. She looks forward to partnering with families and helping her students thrive                  

academically, socially, and spiritually. 

Please join me in welcoming all the new faces and give them a warm welcome if you see them around Campus!                    

God is good!  Fr. Clive 



 

Mass Intentions 4 
In His Love we are saved,                                                     
 In His Light we are guided,                                  
  In Him We are One. 

Prayers for Our Beloved Deceased.      

We offer sympathy and the promise of our                                               
prayers to the family and friends of:  

William D. Kapinus 
Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord; and let the perpetu-

al light shine upon her.  May her soul and the souls of 
all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God 

rest in peace.  Amen. 

Saturday - August 23

4:00 pm Mass (HC)

† Shirley Lambert by Children 

4:00 pm Mass (SMN)

† Joe Hertz by Family

† Jackie Edmonson by Judy Sternisha

† Robert Schaffnit "3rd Anniversary" by Wife & Son

7:00pm Mass (HC)

† †  Stanisław, Stefania, Anna i Jan Leśniccy 

Sunday - August 24

7:00 am Mass (SMN)

Jerry Lakota by Cecilia Martinez 

7:30am Mass (HC)

O szczęśliwą podróż do Polski 

9:00 am Mass (HC)

† Norma Pottorff by Children

† Cole James Bircher by The Pottorff Family

10:30 am Mass (HC)

O Boże błogosławieństwo dla Violetty i józefa z okazji 25. rocznicy ślubu (Srebrne Gody)

Z podziękowaniem Bogu za otrzymane łaski, a zwłaszcza dar życia, i z prośbą o dalsze Boże

błogosławieństwo dla Małgorzaty z okazji 47. urodzin

Dziękczynna i z prośbą o dalszą opiekę Matki Bożej Częstochowskiej dla Katarzyny i Szymona

† Jan Kulak (rocznica śmierci)

11:00 am Mass (SMN)

† Mary Traina by The Traina Family

12:30 pm Mass (SMN)

For the People of the Parishes

5:30 pm Mass (SMN)  

 For the People of the Parishes

Monday - August 25

8:30am Mass (HC)

Theresa Saragosa by Laurie Pottorff

Anton Kozar by Family

7:00 pm Mass (HC)

Z podziękowaniem Panu Bogu za żonę Annę (zam. mąż Paweł)

Tuesday - August 26

8:30am Mass (SMN)

† Dorothy & Joseph Pasdertz "Anniversary" by Family

7:00pm Mass (HC)

O Boże błogosławieństwo i opiekę Matki Bożej dla Dawida z okazji urodzin 

Wednesday - August 27

8:30am Mass (SMN)

† Deceased Members of the O'Reilly Family by The O'Reilly Family

7:00pm Mass (HC)

† Monika Sielicka

Thursday - August 28

8:30am Mass (SMN)

† Deceased Members of the O'Reilly Family by The O'Reilly Family

7:00pm Mass (HC)

† Gertruda Rusin

Friday - August 29

8:30am Mass (HC)

For the People of the Parishes

7:00pm Mass (HC)

Br. Wawrzyniec Sobiecki SChr

Saturday - August 30

4:00 pm Mass (HC)

† Joseph "Joey" Francis Harris by The Harris Family

4:00 pm Mass (SMN)

† Juan Rodriguez by Family

† William Olsen by Irene Miller

† Mary Ann Clennon by Carol Heredia

7:00pm Mass (HC)

†  ks. Krzysztof Antoń SChr (2. rocznica śmierci)

Sunday - August 31

7:00 am Mass (SMN)

For the People of the Parishes

7:30am Mass (HC)

 O Boże błog. dla nowicjuszy i aspirantów Towarzystwa Chrystusowego

9:00 am Mass (HC)

† Robert, Walter & Catherine Mueller "Wedding Anniversaries" by Family

10:30 am Mass (HC)

O Boże błogosławieństwo dla Anny i Stanisława Janików z okazji rocznicy ślubu

Z okazji 25. rocznicy zawarcia związku małżeńskiego przez Małgorzatę i Piotra Stramów z 

podziękowaniem Bogu za otrzymane łaski i z prośbą o dalsze błogosławieństwo na dalsze lata 

wspólnego pożycia małżeńskiego

†  Maria Janik (9. rocznica śmierci)

† †  Jan i Franciszka Otręba

11:00 am Mass (SMN)

† Tony Keating by Cecilia Martinez

Richard W. Serdar by Frances Naal

12:30 pm Mass (SMN)

Joanne Valentino by Jennifer Jefferson Prieboy & Lana Perez

5:30 pm Mass (SMN)  

 For the People of the Parishes



 

Parish Prayer 5 

Heavenly Father, we pray for... 

Ann 
Bill 
Mary Bellos 
Vietta Bews 
Sheri Bokholdt 
Christopher Borsom 
Denise Boudreau 
Tyler Centorbi 
Dianne Cerpen-Verlare 
Bob DeLach 
John Drnek 
Gerald Drobick 
Bob Eberhard 
Dosseh Houseaj Elise 
Mark Fumagalli 
Kelly G. 
Anthony Gregory 
Nicholas Gulas 
Anthony Harmes 
Alba Hensley 
Janet Horvath  

Janet 
Jacqueline H. 
Violet Hyndman 
Harriet Kazlauskas 
Tony Keating 
Cathy Koenig 
James Kozar 
Dan Kramerich 
Marilyn Lajcin 
Jerry Lakota 
Don Legerski 
Kathleen Lepacek 
Darlene Likar 
Ann Marie Linko 
George MacZura  
Gerald L. Mahalik 
Phil May 
Alex McKeel 
Charlene Molnar 
Robert Nasenbenny 
Raymond John Nickel 

Paul Norris 
Gliceria Nunez 
Patricia Phinney 
Mildred Pruss  
Ronald Pruss 
Armando Rodriguez 
Father Pete Rossa 
Kimberly Schlegel 
Steve Senisais 
Nancy Serdar 
Ashly Smith 
Scott & Adam 
Elizabeth Mary Sobolak 
Mary Suarez 
Thomure Family 
Joseph Trubich 
Jim Thompson 
Margaret Thompson 
Sister Elaine Teders 
William Treasure 
Susan Ward  

Need prayers or know someone who does, please call 
Pat Weiskop 815-723-7141 

Please Keep in Your Prayers                             
Those Serving in the Military 

Pfc. Paul Roder, USMC          
Sgt. FC Jay R. Martin, Army 
Jacob Gregurich, USMC           
Kathleen Sullivan, Navy 
Lt. Alex Aguilera, USMC           
SRA Michael Wilson Arellano 
2nd Lt Kevin A’Hearn           
CPL. Christopher Wesley 
Captain Marcos Aguilera, USMC     
Alexander Gregurich, PFC 
First Sgt. Christina Romero, USMC    
Justyn Moot  
Cpt. Anthony Gutierrez, USMC    
Brent Moot 
Jeremy M. Close, Army     
Pfc. Michael McCallister, Army 
David Walters, Army 
Joe Miller, USMC Sgt 
Tommy Hanks, USMC  
Sgt. Christina Hanks, USMC 
Jonathon Schroll, USMC Special Forces 
Petty Officer 1st Class Tyler Hintzsche, Navy 
Airman Jack Maurer, Air Force 

Congratulations To Our                   
Newly Baptized!                                                           

 

Clara Nicole Casey 
at St. Mary Nativity Church     

                                               

May Jesus, who loves all children, 
bless her with His love and grace                
as she grows close to Our Lord                       

throughout her life. 

Novenas in Preparation for Our Parishes Feast Days 

The Feast of Our Lady's Nativity Novena                                                                                      

Prayed from August 30th through September 7th 

Exaltation of the Holy Cross Novena                                                                                          

Prayed from September 5th through September 13th  
   

 

Nowenny Przed  Naszymi Odpustami Parafialnymi: 

Przed świętem Narodzenia NMP:                                                                                                          

od 30 sierpnia do 7 września 

Przed świętem Podwyższenia Krzyża Świętego:                                                                          

od 5 do 13 września 

Copies of the Novenas can be found in the back of both Churches. 



 

6 Upcoming Events 

 

SPEND TIME WITH JESUS                                                

Eucharistic Adoration of the                                     
Blessed Sacrament                                                                         

at Saint Mary Nativity                                                            
every Friday  - Noon to 3:00pm                                                                                           

All are welcome!                                                                        
Both regular adorers and substitutes are                            

needed for these times.                                                                                                                              

The church is open for personal prayer Monday - Thursday 8:00 am 
to 4:00 pm and Friday 8:00am to 3:00 pm. 

Pro-Life Rosary Every Month Third Sunday                                                                                        
Holy Cross before the 9 am Mass,                        

starting at 8:35 am                                                                                                          
St. Mary Nativity before the 11 am Mass, 

starting at 10:35 am.                                                                                     
The next meeting of the St. Mary Nativity                           

Pro-Life Committee:           

Next date to be determined.                                                                                                  
We are thankful for your continued help and look forward to your                            

participation in our events from now until that date.  For questions or for 
more information,  contact Mike Hansen at 815-212-3661 or                               

mikehansen@mikehansenlaw.com                            

English      Spanish (Livestream) 

Non Perishable items                  
may be dropped off at                                        

St. Mary Nativity 
Church vestibule on                                 

September 6th & 7th                       
Thank you! 

If you like to sing, then we invite 
you to consider joining the St. Mary 

Nativity Choir.   The choir meets                  
for rehearsal every Sunday from 
10am to  right before the 11am 
Mass which is the Choir Mass.                     

The Choir also sings for special and 
Holy Day Liturgies.   We meet from 
the First Sunday of September to 

the Last Sunday of May and break for the months of June, July and                         
August.  We currently have approximately  12 members and would like to 

double that to 20.  If you are interested in joining, please contact                         
Tony Brandolino at 815-531-9257. 

Join the                              
St. Mary Nativity 

Choir! 

Jesus is the way, the truth and the 
life. Learn how to let Jesus be the 

Lord and the Savior of your life and 
marriage by attending an upcoming  

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experiences on September 26-28 in 
Geneva, IL or November 14-16 in Geneva, IL.                                                      

For more info go to:                                                        
wwme.org or call (888) 574-5653 

Join us every Thursday morning for coffee and 
donuts after the 8:30am mass in                                      

the Nativity Room.                     

Please Note:                                          
There will be no                                        

Hospitality Sunday for the                 
month of September due to                      

the Holy Cross Feast Day.                         
Thank you! 

The Week Ahead                                              
Monday, August 25                                              

Tuesday, August 26                                             

9:30am Bible Study - SMN Nativity Room       

1:00pm Rosary - SMN Church                         

6:30pm St. Vincent de Paul                          

Meeting - SMN Nativity Room                                           

Wednesday, August 27                                    

8:30am SMN School Mass                                      

Thursday, August 28                                         

1:00pm Rosary in Spanish - SMN Church          

3:30pm SMN & HC Joint Finance Council 

Meeting - SMN Nativity Room                                                         

6:00pm "Silver Rose" -                                      

SMN Church 

Friday, August 29 

12:00pm Eucharistic Adoration -                              

SMN Church 

Saturday, August 30 

12:00 Quinceanera -                                                   

SMN Church (Vivanco) 

Sunday, August 31 

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 



 

7 Religious Education 



 

8 Stewardship 

 

With the simple click of a button from your computer                     
or smart  device, you can securely set-up one-time                          

or recurring donations.                                 
You can also donate by visiting our website at                                                                     

https://stmarynativityholycross.com 

Scan here 

Scan now  
to donate!                                                 

Saint Mary Nativity 

2025 Goal      $40,600 
Amount Pledged    $32,475 
Amount Paid   $30,088 
Balance Due    $  2,387 
Donor Count        127 
2025 Rebate        $0 

Holy Cross           

2025 Goal      $14,000 
Amount Pledged    $17,509 
Amount Paid   $15,402 
Balance Due    $  2,107 
Donor Count         64  
2025 Rebate      $981 

Once our                     

parishes reach 

their goal                    

in paid                    

pledges,                  

70% of the 

amount over 

goal will                   

be returned to 

the parishes.   

SMN Parish 
needs $2,567 to 
reach its goal! 

Assumption of Mary          $1,805 $845 



 

9 School News  



 

10 Welcome Back Teachers & Staff 



 

11 Parish Community 

Jayme Shaw 

Jerry and Judy Olson 
Anonymous (2) 
Matt and Wanda Senffner 
Virginia Levek 
Steve Bixenmann 
Virginia Mestdagh 
Donna Bloch 
Teresa Lozano 
Chip and Kris Garland 
Trish Blacklock 
Ronald Kapala 
Barbara Westphal 
The Nemanich Family 
Mike & Laurie Knick 

Margaret Kelly 
Pat Fisher 
Monica Kanta 
Fran Ursich 
Guadalupe Aguilera 
Ron & Elaine Lawnzak 
Carol Maloney 
Stan & Carol Demsky 
Mary Majosky 
Fred & Diana Hafner 
Eugene & Dorothy Nonnie 
Jose & Andrea Salas 
Linda L. Robinson 

Jose & Yajaira Fulgencio 
Joan Zbacnik 
Bill Malinowski 
Joe & Janet Cernugel 
Linda Robinson 
Veronica Bibian 
Vic & Donna Biasetti 
Bill & Josie Petan 
Carole DeBenedetti 
Lawrence Mahalik 
Betty Pluth 
Barbara Walsh 
Greg & Barb Poole 

Alejandra & Abraham Garcia 

We will publish a Picnic Wrap-Up                               
within the next couple weeks. 



 


