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A Faithful Thanksgiving 

Maybe our national celebration of the Thanksgiving holiday can also help us during our time of national                     

Eucharistic revival. So take a moment to think about some of the things that can happen at Thanksgiving:                  

people gather around one table and share a meal together. (Unless you were exiled to the kids’ table; but that’s 

a topic for another day.) The basic elements are there: people, table, food. 

As Catholics, this can take us back to the Jewish roots of our faith. It was during the time when the people of God were planning to 

travel as pilgrims from the land of slavery to a land of freedom. Each house gathered around the table and shared a lamb, bitter 

herbs, and unleavened bread. I’m sure the bitter herbs reminded them that life is sometimes bitter, especially due to the harsh 

work they endured at the hands of their masters. But the blood of the lamb, sprinkled on the very doorposts of their homes, would 

allow death to Passover them in this land. And they would Passover into that new land, filled with abundance. They would have to 

move to make that happen. They wouldn’t even have time to wait for their bread to rise. Then the roasted body of the lamb would 

be their food for the journey. 

Hopefully, you hear the elements of our Catholic Mass, the Holy Eucharist, in this history. Because we, too are the pilgrim people 

of God. We are travelling from the land of slavery due to sin. We are travelling to the land of everlasting freedom, filled with the 

abundance of God himself. Along the way, we the people gather around the table of the Eucharist, in the homes of each Catholic 

parish. We share the same food: the Lamb of God. We celebrate under the sign of his bitter cross. He comes under the appearance 

of unleavened bread. Why the bitter cross? Because unless we take up our cross and follow Jesus, we will never follow him to 

heaven—we will not Passover there. The unleavened bread we start with at Mass reminds us that we will have to move to make 

that happen. Then, at the words of consecration, the bread becomes the very Lamb of God himself. Once the priest utters the 

words of Jesus, “This is my Body,” the bread no longer remains, just its taste and appearance. Instead, we behold the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sins of the world. 

Who is this Lamb of God? In Baptism, his Blood was sprinkled within you. When the angel of death comes, he would have to pass 

over you, for you have the strength to pass over into eternal life. In Holy Communion, you feed on the Body of Christ; the Body of 

the Lamb of God becomes your food for the journey to heaven. We who live in the valley of the shadow of death have been                 

granted entrance into the kingdom of eternal life! Thanks be to God! All this happens each time our Catholic family gathers around 

the table of the Mass to share the food of the Eucharist. Here, too, we find the basic elements: people, table, food.  

God has given himself to you, to us! Thanks to God should be a constant prayer, rising from this earth to heaven. The Jewish               

people should thank him for his ongoing love for them. All Christian people should thank God: from this Jewish family, the                  

Messiah, the Christ was born. All Catholic people should thank God that the fullness of his revelation in preserved in his Catholic 

church. This treasure of the Lamb of God, Jesus in the Holy Eucharist, has been entrusted to our care. May we always be inviting 

people to this invitation that comes from God himself. We pray that those who do not know the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit would 

come to know him in this family we call the Catholic Church to share this one food at the one table. 

We here in the United States have the blessing of celebrating the sacraments in freedom on this Thanksgiving day. So even our 

earthly meals can be an act of Thanksgiving. ‘Grace builds on nature,’ as the theologians say. It is through our earthly life that God 

meets us and prepares us for our heavenly life. Let us all make sure our national holiday is filled with people gathered around a 

table to share food. But let us make sure we also share prayers of thanks to God. 

With my prayers, 

Fr. Jerome 

 Pastor’s Corner  
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The Week Ahead 

 

SMN Food Collection                                                        
December 2nd and 3rd                                                                 

Drop off  NON-PERISHABLE                                             
items in the blue marked                                                       

containers in the vestibule.                                               
Thanks for making  a difference                                              

to many families! 
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St. Mary Nativity ’s Tuesday Prayer Group  

1:00—The Holy Rosary  

1:20—The Chaplet of Divine Mercy  

1:30—The Sorrowful Mother Novena       

 

Please Join Us                           
Tuesday mornings from 

9:30 am until 11 am 
Nativity Room  

9am  St. Mary Nativity 
   9am  Holy Cross (Polish) 

 

 

 

 

As we prepare for the coming 
of our Lord at Christmas, 

please consider attending a 
Day of Recollection for              

Women on Friday,                         
December 1st from     

10:00am to 12:00pm                          
at St. Mary Nativity.   

The recollection, led by                   
Fr. Jerome Kish,                        

will include several                    
short talks,                                      

Eucharistic Adoration,                  
and the opportunity for                    

the sacrament of                               
reconciliation. 

All of the women in the                   
parishes are invited and                   

bring a friend! 

Monday, November 20 
3:30pm HC Parish Council/Finance                         
Council Mtg.– SMN Nativity Room 
7:00pm Baptism Meeting - SMN Nativity Room 
Tuesday, November 21                                                   
Parent/Teacher Conferences 
9:30am Bible Study - SMN Nativity Room 
11:00am Early Dismissal—SMN School 
1:00pm Rosary - SMN Church 
Wednesday, November 22                      
Thanksgiving Break - No School   
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal – SMN Church      
Thursday, November 23 Thanksgiving Day 
No School & Rectory Office Closed                 
9:00am Mass Holy Cross                                      
9:00am Mass St. Mary Nativity                                  
Friday, November 24                     
No School & Rectory Office 
Closed                         
12:00pm Eucharistic Adoration                                
SMN Church                                                             
5:00pm Light Up the Holidays                                       
Parade - Downtown Joliet                                                      
Saturday, November 25                                           
Feast Day of St. Catherine of Alexandria                                            
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Stewardship  

Scan now                    
to donate!                                                 

With the simple click of a 
button from your                          

computer or smart  device, you can           
securely set-up one-time or recurring 
donations.               

You can also donate                                          
by visiting our website at                                        

https://stmarynativityholycross.com 
  

Due to early bulletin submission, 
the Parish weekly collection for                  

November 12th, 2023 will be 
posted later. 

Scan here 

 Saint Mary Nativity 

2023 Goal      $40,900 
Amount Pledged    $44,885 
Amount Paid   $43,939 
Balance Due      $   947 
Donor Count          189 
2023 Rebate            $2,127 

Holy Cross 
2023 Goal      $12,100 
Amount Pledged    $17,276 
Amount Paid   $16,791 
Balance Due      $   485 
Donor Count             53 
2023 Rebate     $3,283 
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Thank you for attending.                                            

Thank you for serving.                                              

Thank you for giving.                                            

Thank you for growing with us. 
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 Mass Intentions  
   St. Mary Nativity Church 
     

   Saturday  4:00 pm 

   Sunday     7:00 am, 11:00 am,        

                  12:30 pm and 5:30 pm  

   Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday 8:30 am   

  Holy Cross Church  
   Saturday  4:00 pm English and 5:30 pm Polish  
   Sunday     9:00 am English and 10:30 am Polish  
   Monday and Friday  8:30 am English  
   Tuesday    8:30 am Polish  
   Monday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday  7:00 pm Polish  

 Mass Intentions are available for   
November and December 2024.    

Saturday - November 18

4:00 pm Mass (HC)

For the People of the Parishes

4:00 pm Mass (SMN)

† † Norma & Gloria Borman by Family

† Mike Ludwick by Family

5:30 pm Mass (HC)

O Boże błogosławieństwo dla Romana Sielickiego z okazji imienin

Za dusze w czyśćcu cierpiące

†  Andrzej Wróbel

† † Helena i Józef Waliczek

† † Józef i Anna Kasperek oraz ++ Józef i Zofia Walkosz

Sunday - November 19

7:00 am Mass (SMN)

For the People of our Parishes

9:00 am Mass (HC)

† For all the Souls in Purgatory

10:30 am Mass (HC)

Dziękczynna za dar nowego życia i Boże błogosławieństwo 

dla dziecka (Zosi) i mamy Natalii 

† Jan Zając (3. rocznica śmierci)

11:00 am Mass (SMN)

† Bob Tierney by Bob Heinzel

† † Al & Katie Gruber by Family

† Jim Flanery "Anniversary" by Family

12:30 pm Mass (SMN)

† Luis Velazquez by Joyce Traina

5:30 pm Mass (SMN)

For the People of our Parishes

Monday - November 20

8:30 am Mass (HC)

† Nancy O'Reilly by Family

7:00 pm Mass (HC)

†  Piotr Chowaniec 

Tuesday - November 21

8:30 am Mass (SMN)

† Marilyn Campus by Family

8:30 am Mass (HC)

Za biskupów i kapłanów  w Polsce i na świecie

Wednesday - November 22

8:30 am Mass (SMN)

† Cecilia Wolf by Marianne

7:00 pm Mass (HC)

† Władysław Wilczek (9. rocznica śmierci) oraz 

† †  żona Helena i córka Janina

Thursday - November 23

9:00 am Mass (SMN)

† † George & Catherine Kozubek by Edward & Deborah Marso

9:00 pm Mass (HC)

† †  Ewa, Helena i Wacław Sędaccy

Friday - November 24

8:30 am Mass (HC)

† Karl Sicinski by Carol & Family

7:00 pm Mass (HC)

O zdrowie i Boże błogosławieństwo

dla Marii i Stanisława Tylków

Saturday - November 25

4:00 pm Mass (HC)

For the People of the Parishes

4:00 pm Mass (SMN)

† Karl Sicinski "Birthday" by Your Family

† Dolores Bebej by Andrea & Andy McIntosh

† † Celia & George Osterberger by Barb & Tom Hinz

5:30 pm Mass (HC)

W pewnej intencji

Sunday - November 26

7:00 am Mass (SMN)

† Willard Perkins by Family

9:00 am Mass (HC)

† † Casmir & Felix Burzawa by Family

10:30 am Mass (HC)

† Mariusz Mucha (5. rocznica śmierci)

† Helena Piorun

11:00 am Mass (SMN)

† Jim Policandriotes "Birthday" by Family

† Richard Shaw by Malinowski Family

12:30 pm Mass (SMN)

† Daniel Wulsch & Family 

5:30 pm Mass (SMN)

For the People of the Parishes
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 Call the parish office at 815-726-4031. 

Calendar Raffle Tickets will make a great Christmas gift                                           
to friends or stocking stuffers for the family!                                                                             

All proceeds support St. Mary Nativity Catholic School! 

St. Mary Nativity School will be participating in the                           
Light Up the Holidays Parade on November 24.                                    

All are welcomed to attend!                                                                                

Invest in Kids Act 

“Save My Scholarship!” 
Please make direct phone calls                     
to your representatives and ask 

them to Co-Sponsor                            
HB 4194 to save                                        

scholarships for our families. 
You can also visit www.savemyscholarship.org to 
email the below local lawmakers to do right by 

our families and school communities. 

Joliet Area State Legislators 

Assistant Majority Leader                                              
Rep. Natalie Manley  (815) 725-2741 

Sen. Meg Loughran Cappel   (815) 267-6119 

Sen. Rachel Ventura  (331)-290-0443 

Rep. Harry Benton  (815) 254-0000 

Rep. Dagmara Avelar   (815) 372-0085 

Rep. Larry Walsh  (217) 782-8090 

Saint Mary Nativity currently has                 
3 students left on the waitlist                         

for this school year.                                   
Please consider making a                      

donation to Empower Illinois                                                                        
designating your funds to                      

Saint Mary Nativity School.                                                                                                  
The deadline is November 30.                   

It would be awesome                                           
to clear our waitlist.                                       

Thank you in advance! 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eeamuK0zvNrFyHD4nu-PC9Z0c9sJq-y0mD2Vm7D_WLUUU9zGarMzkV6fezWv_9XPbHDPgfmpONq8OBQ2LCTdjX2teXaNMrO3jhwt7lQ220-UgC5DiOu0iiGkuwfPjwqTE4CbBLlfrcoabzoIIUM2AaNTqRi8iFQD&c=WiKk3pwRs5jhYBmf4hRDaLDNkt2J8qb1qpsqluiyXwwasJBYTj5_Fw==&ch=4ZDI
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THE NINE MONTHS OF THE               
CHILD  JESUS  IN THE WOMB  OF MARY 

Each year on December 25, we celebrate the birth 
of Jesus Christ. For centuries the Church has also  
celebrated his conception on March 25, the Feast 
of the  Annunciation.  Our parishes have once 
again begun our beautiful ‘Spiritual                      
Adoption” program. Each month we will be           
keeping you up to date with the development of 
your baby. 
 

THE SEVENTH  MONTH OCTOBER 25 TO  NOVEMBER 25      

Mary’s pregnancy is nearing its completion. The crib and 
baby clothing are ready. But the best laid plans are sometimes 
turned upside down. The village is abuzz with the news that those 
of the House of David will be called shortly to Bethlehem to be 
counted among this princely dynasty.  

In Mary’s eighth month, the Infant Jesus’ skin begins to 
thicken and layers of fat are stored underneath for insulation and 
nourishment. Antibodies are building up. Jesus’ quarters are 
getting cramped; chin on chest, his knees, arms and legs are bent. 
Many twins are born in the eighth month.  

Pray for physicians and health care providers to foster 
the reverence for life. 

Pro-Life Rosary Every Month Third Sunday                                  
Holy Cross before the 9 am Mass,                        

starting at 8:35 am                                         
St. Mary Nativity  before the 11 am Mass,                                 

starting at 10:35 am.  
The next meeting of the                                           

St. Mary Nativity Pro-Life Committee:  
Sunday, December 1st, at 10:00 am at the 
Church. Exact location to be determined.                   
We will not be meeting with the                           
St. Joseph’s Committee again.  We are 
thankful for your continued help and look 
forward to your participation in our events 
from now until that date.  
For questions or for more information,      
contact Mike Hansen at 815-212-3661 or 
mikehansen@mikehansenlaw.com                             

 ¡NECESITAMOS PERSONAS QUE PARTICIPEN 

SEMANALMENTE! USTED ES IMPORTANTE Y LO 

NECESITAMOS. INFORMES CON CECILIA MARTINEZ AL 

(815) 348-0837. 

Grupo de Oracion en Español    ROSARIO DE SANACION  Y 

DEVOCION DE LOS CIEN REQUIEM 

ACOMPAÑENOS,  JUEVES, 1:00 PM 

EN LA IGLESIA PRESENCIALMENTE O 

POR FACEBOOK LIVE 

http://www.facebook.com/SMNandHC/ 

LOS INVITAMOS A ORAR Y UNIDOS PODEMOS HACER 

UNA DIFERENCIA PARA NUESTRA PARRAQUIA. 

 

Eucharistic Adoration of the                     
Blessed Sacrament                                                                           

at Saint Mary Nativity                                        
every Friday Noon to 3:00 pm                                              

All are welcome!                                 
 

 

Both regular adorers and substitutes are needed                          
for these times.  Please contact Laurie at                                          

(815) 370-4533 to sign up.                                                                      
The church is open for personal prayer                                         

Monday – Thursday 8am to 4:30 pm                                                
and Friday 8 am to 3:00 pm. 

The Presentation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary                                   

November 21st  

O Mary!  Teach us the 
life of adoration!  Teach 
us to see, as thou didst, 
all the mysteries and all 

the graces in the Eucharist; to live over again the 
Gospel story and to read it in the light of the                   

Eucharistic Life of Jesus.  Remember, O our Lady of 
the Most Blessed Sacrament, that thou art the 

Mother of all adorers of the Holy Eucharist.   

St. Peter Julian Eymard 

We all enjoyed that extra hour of 
sleep, Be thankful to Jesus, for He is 
our shepherd, and we are His sheep. 

As we count our blessings one by 
one, Though great or little they may 

be,  Understand that without the 
help of Jesus Not one will ever be. 
Always thank Him for the blessings 

as you awake each day!  

All who participated in the                       
“All Souls Day Memorial                     

Ceremony” and Mass are                   
invited to take home their                                

memorial candle. Candles are     
available for pick up in the                              

Nativity Room. 
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HERE’S HOW IT WORKS: 

1.  Remove tag from the Giving  
Tree, located in church.                        
2.  Go shopping!                                             
3.  Place purchased items in a gift 
bag.  Please DO NOT wrap with 
wrapping paper!                                                   
4.  Attach the original tag to the gift.  
5.  Place your gift under the Giving 
Tree the weekend of December 9th 
& 10th.    

QUESTIONS?                                 
Contact Laurie Knick at                       

815-600-0819 or at                            
laurie.knick@comcast.net 

This is a wonderful opportunity to help local families in need by 
providing a little something extra during the Christmas season! 
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706 North Broadway Street Joliet, Illinois 60435 830 Elizabeth Street Joliet, Illinois 60435 

Parish Office ( 815) 726-4031              Visit us at www.stmarynativityholycross.org              Parish Fax ( 815) 727-4393 

Monday - Thursday                                                   

8:30 am to 4:30 pm                                                      

Friday 8:30 am to 3:00 pm 

Father Jerome Kish, Pastor 
frkish@outlook.com 
Father Tomasz Sielicki, Parochial Vicar 
sielicki59@gmail.com 
Father Gerald Nicholas, OSA, Weekend Associate  
Donald Legerski, Director of Music 

dlegerski@stmarynativity.org 
Mariusz Madej, Polish Organist 

Paul Landa, Maintenance Manager 
planda@stmarynativity.org 
Mary Nemanich, Business Manager 

mnemanich@smncs.com  
Susan Mammosser, Parish Secretary 

smammosser@stmarynativity.org 

St. Mary Nativity Catholic School 
702 North Broadway Street  Joliet, Illinois 60435 
( 815) 722-8518     www.stmarynativity.org 
Hours : Monday– Friday  8:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Thomas Chinske, School Principal 
tchinske@stmarynativity.org 
Jennifer Martinez, School Secretary 
jmartinez@stmarynativity.org 
Jeanne Butler, School Secretary 
jbutler@stmarynativity.org 

Pfc. Paul Roder, USMC          Sgt. FC Jay R. Martin, Army 

Jacob Gregurich, USMC          Kathleen Sullivan, Navy 

Lt. Alex Aguilera, USMC          SRA Michael Wilson Arellano 

2nd Lt Kevin A’Hearn          CPL. Christopher Wesley 

Captain Marcos Aguilera, USMC    PV2 Christion Cortez 

First Sgt. Christina Romero, USMC   Alexander Gregurich, PFC  

Cpt. Anthony Gutierrez, USMC   Justyn Moot 

Jeremy M. Close, Army    Brent Moot 

Pfc. Michael McCallister, Army 

Jonathon Schroll, USMC Special Forces 

Petty Officer 1st Class Tyler Hintzsche, Navy 

David Walters, Army 

Joe Miller, USMC Sgt 

Tommy Hanks, USMC  

Sgt. Christina Hanks, USMC 

Polskiej Szkoły im. Świętego Krzyża w Joliet 
Barbara Szuba, Polish School Principal 
polskaszkolajoliet@gmail.com                                    

 
Ann 
Bill 
Mary Bellos 
John Block 
Vietta Bews 
Sheri Bokholdt 
Christopher Borsom 
Denise Boudreau 
Tyler Centorbi 
Dianne Cerpen-Verlare 
John Drnek 
Gerald Drobick 
Bob Eberhard 
Dosseh Houseaj Elise 
Kathy Fordonski 
Charlotte Frieh  
Kelly G. 
Michelle Graves 
Anthony Gregory 
Matthew Gregurich 
Nicholas Gulas  
Anthony Harmes 

Lynn Hischier 
Janet Horvath 
Janet 
Jacqueline H. 
Harriet Kazlauskas 
Tony Keating 
James Kozar 
Joan Kozar 
Marilyn Lajcin 
Jerry Lakota 
Lou Lakota, Jr. 
Kathleen Lepacek 
Darlene Likar 
Veronica Mahalik 
Joan Matejka 
Gabby Matlake 
Phil May 
Alex McKeel 
Charlene Molnar  
Robert Nasenbenny 
Paul Norris 

 
Raymond John Nickel 
Andy Orosco 
Mildred Pruss 
Ronald Pruss 
Amy Rabb 
Armando Rodriguez 
Father Pete Rossa 
Steve Senisais 
Nancy Serdar 
Ashly Smith 
Adam Speirs 
Scott Speirs 
Thomure Family 
Joseph Trubich 
Jim Thompson 
Margaret Thompson 
Sister Elaine Teders 
Susan Ward  
Sarah Weber 

Submit Bulletin               
Articles by Mondays                            
No Later than 2 pm.   

Need prayers or know someone who does call Pat Weiskop 815-723-7141 

Please Keep in Your Prayers Those Serving in the Military 

Welcome! In Baptism, the child, freed from original sin, becomes 
an heir to the Kingdom of God, receiving the theological virtues 
of faith, hope, and charity, and the gifts and fruits of the Holy 
Spirit. Through Baptism, the child becomes a member of the 
Body of Christ and has access to the other sacraments. Please 
contact the Parish Office at (815) 726-4031. 

     St. Mary Nativity and Holy Cross                        
Confessions: Saturdays 3:15pm to 3:45pm 

or by Appointment.  

Please send all articles for the bulletin to                          
Fr. Jerome  first for approval. 

frkish@outlook.com 
Thank you for your cooperation! 



 

 


